
 

 

ARCHITECTURAL FEES EX[PLAINED 
Architectural Fees are based on the Guidelines for Tariffs published by the south African 
Council for Architectural Professionals. www.sacapsa.com 



 

 

The current average building costs are R10, 000 per square meter. The architectural fees 
are calculated as a percentage of the estimated building costs as per the table below: 
This fee would then be broken down into the Work Stages: 
Stage One:    Concept Design        15%                
Your architect will receive, appraise and give feedback on 

• Your brief, 

• The site and its rights and constraints, 

• Your budget, 

• Your project program. 
 
Stage Two:  Developing the Design      15% 
Your architect will prepare and present an initial design, and: 

• Advice on spatial and planning relationships, proposed materials and components, 
technical and functional aspects of the design.  

• Ensure the design is within the rights to the use of the land.  

• Review anticipated costs for the project. Review project program.  

• This work includes the detailed plan, sections and elevations for the houses and a 3D 
model, both physical and computer generated.  

• The confirmation of the type of building structures and the materials using an image 
board of references for materials and look of the structures. 

 
Stage Three:  Documentation and Legislation     20% 
Your architect will prepare and submit for approvals required to proceed with the 
building, which includes: 

• Prepare documentation sufficient for the local authority submission, and any other 
statutory bodies such as Home Owners Association Review Boards and the National 
Home Builders Regulatory Council. 

• Co-ordinate technical documentation with the engineer. 
 
Stage Four:  Working Drawings and Tender Documentation   20% 
Your architect will: 

• Complete construction documentation and proceed to call for tenders.  

• Obtain offers for the execution of the works.  

• Evaluate the offers and recommend the awarding of the building contract.  

• Prepare the contract documentation and arrange the signing of the contract. 
  



 

 

 
Stage Five:  Construction Phase       27% 
Your architect will guide you through the on site phase: 

• This will include contract administration for the contractors and sub-contractors,  

• Site visits to inspect the work and deal with any issues that arise on site.  

• Issue construction documentation - site instructions and payment certificates.  

• Administer and perform the duties and obligations assigned to the principal agent in 
the JBCC building agreements or other contract used. 

 
Stage Six:  Closing        3% 
At the end of the project, your architect will: 

• Obtain the Occupancy Certificate from Council. 

• Hand over any certificates and warrantees that are relevant to the project. 
This includes Certificates of Compliance for Electrical, Plumbing and Gas, Structural 
Certificates from the engineer and roofing contractors, and the SAGGA certificate form 
the window manufacturers.   
 


